MINUTES

LOUISIANA SOYBEAN AND GRAIN RESEARCH

AND PROMOTION BOARD

November 17, 2023
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Charles Cannatella, Scott Wiggers, Kellon Lee, Joey Olivier, Will Miller, Burch Pierce, Garrett Marsh, Joey Boudreaux, Kody Beavers

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Darrell VanDeven, Luke Sayes

OTHERS PRESENT:
Andy Brown, Dr. Mike Salassi, Gene Cavalier, Dr. Matt Lee, Tracy Evans, Kyle Coats
Chairman Cannatella called the meeting to order and reviewed the agenda.  The Board conducted the business meeting after all research project reports were presented. Research reviews were conducted on November 15 & 16 on LSU’s Campus.

 The Board next considered the minutes of the previous meeting and tentative agenda. Cannatella called for public comment, but none was heard.

ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by Marsh seconded by Pierce and carried, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.

Brown then conducted old business, beginning with review of the annual Louisiana Legislative Audit report. The audit is performed by a contracted 3rd party assigned by the state. Brown shared the findings with the board, which only included a management letter, but no deficiencies.


ACTION NO. 2

A motion was made by Marsh, seconded by Boudreaux and carried to receive and file the FY23 audit report as presented.


Pierce and Olivier then updated the board on the legislative committee on grain grading. Offered by Sen. Womack, LSGRPB was given a seat on this legislative taskforce to review options for grain grading and to publicly review work being done to address the issue. Pierce sits on the taskforce for the LSGRPB, Olivier for LA Farm Bureau. Both reported the group was going well and LSGRPB funded project through Dr. Hoffseth was presented and well received.

Kyle Coats with Louisiana Radio Network presented their annual proposal for promotional campaigns. The board encouraged more messaging around safety and road safety. The board also discussed adding messaging for both radio and billboards for corn along with previously funded soybean work.


ACTION NO. 3

A motion was made by Lee, seconded by Pierce and carried to approve the LRN contract for 2024 for $15,392 and to give executive committee approval to add services for corn upon proposal presentation.


Dr. Storer with McNeese St. presented his proposal for 2024, the third year of his project. Board members gave feedback on removing silage components and focusing more on grain production. The board did not want to see large forage soybeans continued either. Board members also encouraged Storer to consider cover crops and other management practices to be tested in the SW region to improve soil health. Funding consideration was tabled until the budgeting process later in the meeting.
Dr. Lee, LSU VP of Ag, joined by Tracy Evans of the LSU Foundation then joined the group to present a proposal for board consideration at their request on the potential for an endowed professorship or chairmanship. Dr. Lee first reviewed his and President Tate’s vision for the AgCenter and College of Ag and thanked the board for their longtime support on projects. Then he presented options for funding a professorship and chair. Dr. Lee gave previous examples and discussed board of regents matching opportunities. Brown noted communication with USB on compliance requirements. Evans discussed timing for gifts and board of regents processing. Discussion ensued on various levels of funding, desires for soybean research, staffing needs, and recruitment of faculty to LSU. Cannatella thanked Lee for the leadership and tabled decisions for budgeting considerations.

Andy Brown then presented the various financial reports to the Board.  FY23 Collections Report, the LDAF year to date collections report, the current cash position of the Board and the preliminary assessment income projections for the 2023/2024 crop were each presented and discussed (attached).  Brown also updated the board on meetings with LDAF regarding the timeliness of financial reporting from LDAF and other measures of the USB compliance. LDAF staff Gene Cavalier was present and shared updates from the department including the retirement of Dr. Bobby Fletcher as Asst. Commissioner. Cavalier and Brown shared work they were doing together to continue to create processes within the LDAF Finance Division where LSGRPB collections were conducted.
ACTION NO. 4

A motion was made by Wiggers seconded by Marsh and carried, to receive and file the audit and financial reports.  
Cannatella then opened a discussion on the draft budget beginning with the organizational and promotional requests.

ACTION NO. 5

A motion was made by Boudreaux, seconded by Lee and carried to give the chairman authority to execute the following contracts for 2024: USGC $23,862, MSSB $149,057, LA Radio Network at $15,392 + future corn up to $8,000, NCGA/AMCOE $67,500, Clean Fuels $10,000, Tri-State Forum Sponsorship $1,000, LA FFA $2,500, Brown $10,000, and Lange $1,500.
Amounts and what accounts can be found on the budget attached. Research project proposals were then discussed.


ACTION NO. 6

Marsh moved, seconded by Miller and carried to fund LSU AgCenter Projects at $1,487,206 ($1,170,587 from soy, $31,181 from grains, $3438 from sorghum) and McNeese St. at $44,000 ($39,000 from grains, $5,000 from sorghum).
The board then reviewed remaining balances and reserves and continued discussion on the endowment gift. Members noted the need for faculty recruitment and retention to conduct the level of soybean work they desired to continue. They agreed that accessing and maximizing board of regent matching funds was in best interest of the checkoff dollars. They also discussed compliance with Brown and the options for soybean versus grain work.
ACTION NO. 7

Oliver moved, seconded by Lee and carried to execute a $480,000 gift to the LSU foundation for a endowed professorship for soybean research.

Chairman Cannatella then discussed dates and location for a summer meeting. Multiple members requested a desire to move the meeting to the soils field day in Winnsboro and consider rotating the meeting to other stations in the Summer. Brown would work with LSU and get back to the Board on exact dates.
The ethics training and disclosure report requirements were then reviewed.  The ethics training for each year can be done at any time during the year online, but must be completed by December 31, 2023.  Board members were encouraged to save a hard copy or an electronic copy of the training certificate, or email to Andy Brown to be filed with LSGRPB documents. Brown also distributed certificates of completion for the Sexual Harassment Training and asked members who had completed the training and read the liability documents to sign the certificate. Brown reminded members via email prior to the meeting about both trainings.

Chairman Cannatella called for any other business and public comment. There being no other business the meeting was adjourned. 
_________________________________

Charles Cannatella,   Chairman

